he could not bear that it should have such praise, and exclaimed with some warmth,' Pshaw ! I can do it better myself4.1
He, I am afraid, had no settled system of any sort5, so that his conduct must not be strictly scrutinised; but his affections were social and generous, and when he had money he gave it away very liberally. His desire of imaginary consequence predominated over, his attention to truth. When he began to rise into notice, he said he had a brother who was Dean of Durham6, a fiction so easily detected, that it is wonderful how he
opinion Goldsmith had not more of it [an envious disposition] than other people have, but only, talked of it freely.' See n\so post,.April 12, 1778. According' to Nortlicote, ' Sir Joshua said that Goldsmith considered public notoriety or fame as one great parcel, to the whole of which he laid claim, and whoever partook of any part of it, whether dancer, singer, slight of hand man, or tumbler, deprived him of his right.1 Northcote's Reynolds, \. 248. Sac. fiost, April 7, 1778, where Johnson said that' Goldsmith was not an agreeable companion, for he talked always for fame ;' and April 9, 1778.
1 Mjss Hornecks, one of whom is now married to Henry Bunbury, Esq., and the other to Colonel Gwyn. BOSWELL.
3 ' Standing at the window of their hotel [in Lisle] to see a company of soldiers in the Square, the beauty of the sisters Horneck drew such marked admiration, that Goldsmith, heightening his drollery with that air of solemnity so generally a point in his humour and so often more solemnly misinterpreted, turned off from the window with the remark that elsewhere he too could have his
admirers. The Jessamy Bride, Mrs. Gwyn, was asked about the occurrence not many years ago ; remembered it as a playful jest ; and said how shocked she had subsequently been " to see it adduced in print as a proof of his envious disposition." ' Forster's Goldsmith, ii. 217.
3  Puppets.
4  He went home with Mr. Burke to supper ;   and broke his shin by attempting to exhibit to the company how much better he could jump over a stick than the puppets.   BOSWELL. Mr. Hoole was one day in a coach with Johnson, when ' Johnson, who delighted  in  rapidity of pace, and had  been   speaking  of  Goldsmith, put his head out of one of the windows to see they were going right, and rubbing his hands with an air of satisfaction exclaimed :—"This man drives   fast and well;   were  Goldsmith here now he would tell us he could do better." '   Prior's Goldsmith, ii. 127.
6 See jtost, April 9, 1773 ; also April 9, 1778, where Johnson says, ' Goldsmith had no settled notions upon any subject.'
6 I am willing to hope that there may have been some mistake as to
shouldfirst appearance was not captivating; but when he grew easy and cheerful in company, he relaxed into such a display of good humour as soon removed every unfavourable impression.' Goldsmith's Misc. Works, i. 117.
